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So Convention «t Milford, 
Here is the report promised by 
brother Hoi singer: 

MlLFOBD, I no., June 14th. 
A. L. Garber: 

No Convention at Milford. 
The people are willing bnt the 
committee refuses. 

H. K. HoLetNOBE. 


Baptism In the Holy Ghost. 

About two weeks ago a com- 
pany ol professor* gathered on 
the west side of the Miami River, 
in Dayton, Ohm, to witness the 
baptism ot several who sought 
justification through the gospel. 
A large bridge spanue i tbe river 
a short distance above the .spot 
where the ceremony was per- 
formed, and on it congregated 
hundreds of spectators who were 
uu a journey from one part of 
the city to another. 

The applicants were several 
woman who were dressed in 
white, and one alter another was 
lead from the shore and baptized 
in tbe name of the Holy tihost. 

If there was nothing added to 
the above, it would be regarded 
as striking and strange, and 
would be a subject of general 
comment. BuJ if the tact is 
.added that the administrator re- 
peated the name of the Father, 
and of the Bon, then it becomes 
very common -pi ace. The appli 
cants were baptized by single 
immersion. Tbe administrator 
was a very elow talker, evidently, 
and possibly, the solemnity of 
the occasion made him more 
deliberate than usual. 

He took tbe applicant in his 
hands and pronounced the words, 
"I baptize you into the name of 
the Father." The sound was al- 
lowed to die upon the air and 
be did nothing, and a perfect 
atranger hasty in remarks, would 
have been prompted to remark. 
"Why be didn't do any thing." 
Another sound came drifting on 
the waves of tbe air, "And into 
the name of tbe Son," and still 
be did not do any thing, and an- 
other long pause ensued. An- 
other sound followed, "And into 
' the name of the Holy Ghost, and 
the person was immediately 
* plunged once into the water. 
The conclusion naturally forced 
upon tbe mind was that the per- 
son was baptized into the name 
of the Holy Ghost only, and 
truly she was. There was only 
one-third of a complete baptism 
performed. There was no con- 
nection maintained between the 
pronunciation of tbe first two 
names and the single recogni- 
tion by the act. Tbe Father 
and Son were wholly ignored in 
the act, and received no recogni- 
tion, and this is so, because there 
is none in single immersion 
baptism into tbe name of the 
Father, and into the name of the 
Son, and into the name of tbe 
Holy Ghost. 

Trine immersion is three in 
one, or one in three. It is not 
three baptisms, because the body 
le partially submerged during 
tbe whole ceremony. The holy 


Trinity is three persons in one, 
or three coming ont of one ; and 
so baptism, as it was given to tbe 
holy church is three acts in rec- 
ognition of the three persons in 
the one Trinity, is harmonious 
with tbe nature ot the God-head. 

To baptize is to dip in water. 
It is baptism if a thing is dipped 
once in the water, yet trine im- 
mersion is not three baptisms be- 
cause half or more of the body is 
immersed but once, yet there is 
a recognition ot the three persons 
in the Trinity. 

If an applicant should be led 
into the water and kept there 
halt aday without any ceremony 
being pronounced, or any dem- 
onstration made, no one would 
declare that the person was bap- 
tized in the name ot the Father ; 
and if a person should remain 
dry, and lh« commission pro- 
nounced, still baptism would not 
be admitted. So it requires a 
declaration of the purpose with 
an act of submersion to follow, 
wit boot an intervening command, 
declaration or order, to consti- 
tute baptism in the name of the 
Father. In the scene alluded to, 
there was no act, and a baptism 
was ordered in the name ol tbe 
Son, which was thrust between 
the Father and the first act and 
then tbe Holy Ghost only was 
recognized by an act. 

If single immersionists would 
perform the single act into the 
name of the Father, and append 
the name ot the Son and Holy 
Ghost, as complimentary re- 
marks, there would be less con- 
tradiction between tbe language 
used and tbe deed performed. 

Single immersion is only a 
partial baptism in the Trinity. 
Sprinkling and pouring are not 
baptism in any sense of the 
word. 


The Lead 


of Religious 
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The Christian Church, origin- 
ally, was organised without any 
discipline, creed or profession 
of faith, except the simple belief 
iu Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
The New Testament was not 
then accepted as a discipline, as 
it did not exist. Farts of it were 
not written at that time, and, ot 
course, that which was not in 
existence in a tangible foim 
could not be formally accepted ; 
and it was a good many years 
afterward before this work was 
accomplished. 

Christian's then had creeds in 
their minds, as all have now ; 
and in places they used what was 
called tbe Apostle's Creed, a 
symbol of faith of great antiquity 
— in extensive use before the 
New Testament was compiled. 
This creed consisted of a decla- 
ration of a belief in God, in Je- 
Christ, in the Holy Ghost, the 
Church, the forgiveness of sin, 
the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life everlasting. This was 
its earliest and most simple form. 
It was elaborated in later times 
and contained a mention of 
Christ's birth, suffering, death 
and descent into hell or hades ; 
and also the "Communion of 
Saints." This creed has stood 
the test and still remains in use 
in several of the principal Chris- 
tian bodies of the world. Others 
have been made and are used, 
but no one is so extensively pat- 
ronized. 

But this creed did not meet 
tbe requirements of the Primi- 
tive church. The Apostolic 
church, bad no need. of anything 
but tbe simplest profession of 


faith; but in later tiroes con- 
tingencies arose that were dif- 
ficult to handle ; and then as now, 
men supposed that they could 
rule the hearts, minds and acta 
of men by rules made by coun- 
cils, and spread upon parchment 
with paint and brush, and so the 
"Apostles Creed" waa too nar- 
row to apply in at) ease. 

Then when grave questions, 
to them, arose, they convened 
cooneils and passed decisions 
and endeavored to force them ] 
upon the churches. Tbe con- 
stant agitaticn reanlting from 
this practice finally lead many to 
the view that a central authority 
from which there could be no ap- 
peal would be the best method 
of settling all difficulties in doc- 
trine and church-discipline. 
This doctrine became deep-seat- 
ed in the general church, and the 
shrndeness of the bishops of tbe 
church of Rome led them onward 
to assume this prerogative and 
declare that this right belonged 
to them. Actually, then, a sen- 
timent in the cburch created the 
throne lor a P<>pe, and the Rom- 
an bisbop put himself on it, and 
was success] ul ?n bending the 
civil powers to his will in en- 
forcing bis decrees. 

After a tew years of his cruel 
rule, an opposing sentiment 
arose in the Piedmont Valley, 
now the north western part of 
Italy, and in the southern part of 
France under tbe name of the 
Albigenees, and it struggled tor 
existence, and became the pre- 
cursor ot the Protestant Refor- 
mation. Thin sentiment was iu 
many respects a gospel -alone 
one, and there never lived a 
people who were more familiar 
with the New Testament. Yet 
they went to some extremes, and, 
do doubt, inn iceiitly held a doc- 
trine that was contrary to the 
New Testament uud tbe practice 
of the Apostolic church. It was 
sentiment that led them to do 
this. 

It is the continual magnifying 
of a single doctrine or a few 
special doctrines that baa led 
churches into so many errors, 
and provoked so many separa- 
tions. A sentiment prevails 
among a class, and when this is 
observed, some one thirsting for 
human glory and the gratifica- 
tion of a lordly disposition, mag- 
nifies it and nses it to enhance 
his own interests. Thus he is 
vehement for tbe particular doc- 
trine so long as it promises to 
redound to bis glory. Other- 
wise it contains nothing ot merit 
in his estimation. If he is suc- 
cessful, finally, the magnified 
sentiment is moulded into a 
creed, and then there is a new 
division. 

It is consummate foolishness 
tor men to attempt to rule others 
by laws made in ecclesiastical 
councils. It has been tried in 
every century since the first one 
of the Chi istien Era, and they 
have always failed. The New 
Testament alone is just as suc- 
cessful as any discipline made by 
men. A catalogue of the ordi- 
nances practiced and faith be- 
lieved, is well and good ; but the 
setting up of standards of Chris- 
tianity is going beyond the pre- 
rogative of man. Christ certain- 
ly was competent to judge what 
should constitute a Christian, 
and tbe elevation of a particular 
sentiment until it becomes a rock 
of offence should be guarded 
against as dangerous and de- 
structive. Saul was so complete 
ly saturated with sentiment re- 


garding the dignity of tbe law, 
that he persecuted tbe church 
that God had setup in the world, 
and a painful miracle was neces- 
sary to establish him in tbe 
truth. 


EDITORIAL ITERS. 


Bro. Mason says that the 
for a new organization and church 
house near Mlamlsburg, Ohio, fa grow- 
ing belter every week. At a prelimin- 
ary meeting last Monday $11.10 was 
subscribed lu a very short time and by 
a very few people, toward a new meet- 
ing bouse. Subscription lists ate In 
circulation and In a few weeks tbe 
necessary amount will be raised, and 
then tbe organization will take place. 
At present we have only two members 
In this vicinity. 

We would respectfully inform all in- 
quirers that we will not publish Sab- 
bat h sohO' 1 supplies for some time yet 
When arrangements are made- to do 
this, It will be duly announced Iu the 
Evas ok li bt. This will answer sev- 
eral Inquiries that have been sent us. 
Inquiring when we would issue supplies. 

Tbe Brethren Tract Society advertises 
a book entitled "Earth, Sea and Sky" 
elsewhere. We have examined the 
work and we can recommend It as a 
mostentertainingwork. It is t he best 
collection of the strange and wonderful 
in nature that we have ever seen. It 
contains over 830 pages and 300 illus- 
trations. It cannot fall to Interest 
children, as well as Instruct them, and 
old people too, and as the proceeds are 
to be given to the Philadelphia church, 
to aid in preparing to build a house of 
worship, we sincerely hope tbe breth- 
ren will give tlielrorder to Bro. Mc- 
Faden, or the Tract Society. It is a 
most attractive book for the center 
table. 


Bro. Edward Masoo, with bis moth- 
er-in-law, sister Eliza Gerver and bis 
children, left for Myersdale, Fa., last 
week. They expect to visit were sev- 
eral weeks. 


Bro. Martin dhlvely expects to move 
this week to West Independence. Han- 
cock county, Ohio, to preach for tbe 
brethren there. 


Bro. W. C. Perry will preach at tbe 
College next Lord's day, at 11 a. m. 

Bro. Bowman has found a number of 
Progressives at Waynesboro, Fa., and 
believes a good work could be done 
there. 

A. L. Garber expects to be with tbe 
brethren at Sidney, lod., next Lord's 
day. • 

Bro, E. L. Yoder published an artl- 
ele regarding tbe Tanker church and 
its (11 visions, of such merit, that Eld, 
Quluter complimented it. 


kind found on lb* willi ot thelr 
Tbej- *«> bo Jewelry end lh«ir clotiilna M 
mad* of very plain malarial. There te vary 
little known at the Dunksrds oeMde ot 
their own lmmedieU ■ 
no* endeavor to ] 
through aathon or papers) ther seek •*- 
eluslvsnem and seclusion ; then an nons ot 
fees* that eon tribe ts to Ills rs lure, and then 
en known to be an Inventor 
there— AlUeaee, Onto, Weekly 


Bro. Whitswloes not take kindly to a 
word of censure. We are sometimes 
puxzted to decide wby It la that persons 
who an the first to denounce, censure 
and surmise, are so sen til I ve. He as 
much as said that we seemed to have 
no higher motive than to get up a 
cburch that we might have fat salaries 
for ourselves. This we know Is not tbe 
truth, and we know that no good can 
come out ot tBejpubllcatton of such 
statements. There are pure hearts In 
the Brethren Ministry, and men who 
will not stoop to denying the Lord ont 
of either fear or promise of reward. If 
there are those who rushed into the 
Brethren Church, in the hope that it 
would be smooth sailing, financially tor 
tbem, will be sadly disappointed. 
Those who wear soft raiment live In 
kings houses, and let it be known 
everywhere that the Brethren church 
have no king's houses to rent. Also ft 
Is a mistake to suppose that there Is an 
ecclesiastical ollgbarey in tbe Brethren 
Church. There is nothing of the kind. 
It would not be tolerated for a moment. 
We are holding to the opposite ex- 
treme, and It appears that It would be 
impossible at this time to get back to 
the happy mean. 

Bro. liohliiger's correspondence Is 
unusually short this week, but it is' 
rich in Interesting news. 

Bro. W. L. Spanogle Is pleased over 
their late communions, be writes that 
they were a grand i 


Bro. J. Nicholson writes from 
Holmesville, Neb., that church work 
is passing off very encouragingly. He 
also expresses sorrow over tbe death of 
Bro. E. S. Miller, of Dayton, Ohio, and 
bis sympathy for tbe bereaved family. 

Elder J. H. Swthart will be at Au- 
burn, Dekalb county, Ind., on the 21st 
of this month, and will remain a short 
time- Meetings will be held in Auburn. 
May tbe Lord Mess tbe work. 

A brother sends us this clipping, and 
It Is another error, like many that are 
made by newspaper correspondents, 
who are not I nf armed about the Duuk- 
ard church. We do net know what 
church held a conference at Canton, 
that gave rise to this article. It may 
have been the River Brethren. 

Lut Sunday Ui- annuel National Con f er- 
aaSS of the German Hapllsts or ss It Is better 
kuow. the "Punltsrd" church, begsn It! ses- 
sion at Oanton. A few words la respect to 
tblt peonllar people will be ur Interest to 
some of ear readers st lessl. Than an 
three divisions of the Donfesrd church, 
known ss lb* Old Order, Conservatives and; 
Progresslvss. It Is tbe eld Order now la ses- 
sion. Thsr an tae old original church, and 
bald very tenaolonsly to sll the antl-qnarlan 
Id ess ss to modes ot worship and dress, and 
havs the lessl sdveeoemsnt snd progress 
about them of any known denomination. 
Ther ere exceedingly clannish, and Isolate 
themselves from alt fellowship with other 
communities, Ther sre vary does oomm un- 
lets, allowing no one to commune with them 
who does not belong to their church. Their 
ssede of worship Is very ends snd simple. 
They eall their mlnlslsn speakers. They 
sre very f meal snd Industrious end hnsbend 
their means closely. They are a wr elsaa 
people snd It Is rare, if svsr, one of them Is 
can vloted or erlme. They sre a very hnmim 
people, especially la taking oars of stock- a 
lens barn well Blled with (rain Is a promi- 
nent feeton to be sjeso on their farms. They 
never nave a hearse at a funeral ; their dead 
an conveyed to their lastreeusg pises m a 
road wagon end they never wear mourning. 
They are opposed to secret organisations and 
never are movers In pahUo improvement. 
They Barer vole at elections end do not per- 
mit a member to hold any pabttc otOoe. 
Thsrs in no pictures or deoorstlons of any 


We have already received a large 
number of new names for tbe balance 
of this year. Do not forget' to tell 
your brother and friend that the £ van- 
oelist costs only 50 cents from this 
time till the end of the year, and send 
iu their orders 


We are glad that there was some jus- 
tice done In tbe Dayton church proper, 
ty case, Tbe brethren there will come 
out of the trial without a debt, and 
have a little sum to help them along. 

■ * ■ a ■ 1 

South Bend, Ind. 
Da AH Evahgilist : — I should 
have about six columns in tbe 
Evangelist this week, bat I can- 
not find time to write it. Ab- 
sence from home has demoralized 
my correspondence, and has come 
very nearly inflicting tbe same 
upon my pastoral work. It is a 
grand thing to be permitted to 
remain at home and attend to 
one's own business. But for Bro. 
Beer's kindly assistance I don't 
know how it would have gone 
with me and some other persons 
and things. 

I want to say now that I ex- 
pect to visit Milford next Mon- 
day evening in tbe interests of 
the Convention, and that in the 
event that the church there can- 
not hold the Convention, I will 
telegraph yon, so that the next 
paper may announce the fact, 
i think it ought to be held there 
now that it has been so announc- 
ed. But if the church there real- 
ly cannot hold the convention, 
we want to know it so that the 
committee may have time to find 
another place. And if Miltord 
can hold it she wants to know it 
that the necessary preparation 
may be made. So keep a little 
corner open for my telegram. 

Well, tbe Dayton church trou- 
ble is settled. The ease waa com- 
promised ; the Brethren getting 
S550 and give up tbe house, but 
keep the furniture and fixtures 
which they put into it. So we 
made $660 and several years' 
use ot the house by hanging on 
to it 

I have data for an obituary of 
Bro. Edward S. Miller, ot Day- 
ton, which I will prepare as soon 
as I can find time. I commend 
the lonely widow and daughter 
to the prayers ot tbe church. 
E, R. HoLsncsM. 

June 10th, 1887. 


